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however, not so much to fertility as to a large proportion of married women 
in the population. The death rate is also very high (28.7 per 1,000). The 
nature of the chief causes of death indicates that the high rate is due princi- 
pally to unsanitary habits and conditions. The following table presents 
the principal facts of deaths by diseases: 

MORTALITY FROM PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH IN INDIA, 1911-1913. 



1913. 



Number of 
Deaths. 



Rate per 
1,000. 



1912. 



Number of 
Deaths. 



Rate per 
1,000. 



1911. 



Number of 
Deaths. 



Rate per 
1,000. 



Fevers (a) 

Cholera 

Dysentery and Diarrhoea 

Respiratory Diseases 

Plague 

Smallpox 



3,983,112 
294,815 
246,578 
237,229 
198,456 
98,155 



16.71 

1.24 

1.03 

1.00 

.83 

.41 



3,936,085 
407,769 

292,216 
247,736 
263,037 
89,357 



16.49 
1.71 

1.22 

1.04 

1.10 

.37 



4,207,356 
354,005 

253,636 
223,822 
733,582 
58,538 



17.63 
1.48 
1.06 

.94 
3.07 

.25 



(a) Malarial fever mostly. 

The existing state of affairs, bad as it is, indicates a great improvement, 
thanks to the growing number of hospitals, dispensaries, Pasteur institutes, 
and other public welfare institutions. 

Another vital factor in the life of the people is the constant internal 
migration of population. It is of such proportions that it affects the scale 
of wages which, according to the report, keeps a fairly even pace with the 
rise of prices. Wages are further influenced by an increasing demand for 
labor due to industrial development. 

The report shows definite progress, — steady if slow. The Government 
office is to be commended for its care and perseverance in gathering the 
facts under conditions which are most unfavorable for obtaining reliable 
information, both through limited facilities and ignorance of informers. 

Joseph Raywid. 



Switzerland-Zeitschrift fur Schweizerische Statistik, 50. u. 51 Jahrgang. 
Bern: Stampfli and Company. 1914 and 1915. 

The fiftieth volume of this journal of Swiss statistics contains Dr. Karl 
Bader's article on "Groups in Statistics and in Sociology," a philosophy 
of classification. Heinrich Schlosser of the Museum of Industrial Arts, 
Zurich, discusses the application of the elements of design to the construc- 
tion of graphic charts. In a review of graphic statistics at the Swiss 
Exposition, Bern, 1914, Dr. Hans Schorer defines his ideas of graphic 
illustration of statistical data. Both of these articles should interest 
American statisticians because of current activities in the standardization 
of graphic statistical practice on the part of American learned societies. 

The fifty-first volume gives a review of official statistics at the 19,14 
Swiss Exposition by Dr. C. Muhlemann. The same article discusses the 
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nature and purposes of official statistics as adjuncts to government, legis- 
lation and the political sciences in general. Dr. Furlan of Basel treats the 
subject of reorganization of the Swiss statistical service in his article and 
recommends the formation of a Central Statistical Commission for the 
republic. 

Vital statistics for the year 1914 are also given. The European War 
profoundly affected the marriage rate; the effect upon birth and death 
rates will not become statistically apparent until the data for 1915 are 
published. 

An article published by the Swiss Statistical Bureau shows the results 
of the 1910 population census for the several main classes of the population 
with respect to country of origin, and sex and age. 

The effect of the war upon Swiss industries may be seen in the statistics 
of manufactures and of exports in the tabular appendix to the 1915 Journal. 
Furlan, in another study, presents his investigation of the density of the 
Swiss population. 

E. W. Kopf. 

New York City. 



1920 CENSUS IN ITS RELATION TO VITAL STATISTICS. 

Dr. John W. Trask, Chairman of the Vital Statistics Section, American 
Public Health Association, has appointed the following committee to take 
under consideration the subject of vital statistics of the 1920 United States 
Census: Dr. W. H. Guilfoy, Chairman, Dr. Cressy L. Wilbur, Dr. John S. 
Fulton, Prof. Jas. W. Glover, Mr. Edwin W. Kopf, Prof. Walter F. Willcox, 
Mr. Frederick L. Hoffman, Mr. Franz Schneider, Jr., Dr. W. H. Frost, and 
Dr. Wm. H. Davis. 

Among the problems which the committee will be called upon to consider 
carefully are: 

Life Tables for the triennium, 1919-1921. 

Differential fecundity and vitality of race and nativity classes of the 
population. 

Revision of mortality statistics of the decade 1910-1919 in the fight of 
1920 Census results, including review of achievements in reducing mortality 
from preventable disease. 

Mortality in occupations, triennium 1919-1921. 

Service of vital statistics in social reform; sickness, mortality and other 
vital statistics as a foundation for social insurance. 

Vital statistics of institutions for care of the sick, triennium, 1919-1921. 
(Hospitals, asylums for the insane, indigent, etc.) 

Plans for the improvement and extension of the registration area for 
births and deaths. 

Improvement of municipal and state vital statistics. 

Revision of International Nomenclature and Classification of Diseases, 
applicable to the years 1919 et seq. 



